2018 ShortSeaShipping Days to Have Stronger International Focus
spc brings the European Shortsea Conference to Lübeck in 2018
Bonn/Lübeck/Valetta, 04. December 2017 – The ShortSeaShipping Days will gain
further in importance when the event is held for the third time next year. The wellestablished ShortSeaShipping Days will then be held jointly with the European
Shortsea Network’s annual conference for the first time. The organizer, the German
ShortSeaShipping Inland Waterway Promotion Center (spc), is expecting around 500
participants to gather at the shortsea shipping industry meeting on June 20 and 21 in
Lübeck, Germany. The Lübeck Chamber of Commerce and Industry is once again coorganizer of the event. Along with the conference, there will be around 40 companies
from the shortsea shipping industry taking part in a trade show in the Lübeck Music
and Congress Center.
The previous ShortSeaShipping Days held in 2014 and 2016 already provided many new
impulses for development in shortsea transport. That ESN is holding its annual conference
“Shortsea 2018” in conjunction with this event underlines the European dimension of the
topic. ESN is a cooperative network of European shortsea promotion centers, including spc.
“In securing this branch event we have managed to put a focus on internationalization, in this
way targeting the needs of cross-border shortsea trade more strongly,” spc CEO Knut
Sander explains. The annual ESN Shortsea Conference has previously been held in Paris,
Lisbon, Copenhagen, and Barcelona.
The Lübeck Chamber of Commerce and Industry is again co-organizing the event, thus
showing its support for the shortsea transport industry and its concerns. IHK managing
director Lars Schöning says, “We want to provide the branch another outstanding highlight
with the third ShortSeaShipping Days next year, building on the success of the last two
ShortSeaShipping Days in Lübeck.” He adds, “The conference’s even stronger international
orientation corresponds to the direction the industry is taking and will thus make the
conference even more attractive.”
The ShortSeaShipping Days provide an ideal framework to showcase the successful
European networking for the national shortsea promotion centers within the ESN and for the
industry. “The goal of the conference is to emphasize the importance of shortsea
transportation for the development of European economic markets,” as Godwin Xerri, current
president of ESN and head of the Maltese SPC, stresses. “We want to make everyone active
in the supply chains to be thinking of shortsea shipping as an alternative.” ESN is also a
channel for the exchange of information and contacts with DG Move, the body responsible
for transportation in the European Commission. In this way, the association also remains
close to topics of European transportation policy that are important to the maritime branch.
Topics of current interest in shortsea shipping will be on the agenda at the conference in
Lübeck. These will include issues of sustainability, economic efficiency, logistics,
development of European markets, and the effects of political regulation. An additional focus
will be on developments and innovation in regard to automatization and digitization.
The conference and the accompanying trade fair are aimed at representatives from the entire
transport chain such as consignors, forwarders, shipping lines, ports, and terminals.

Registration is now open at the event’s website www.shortseashipping-days2018.de. You will
also find regularly updated information about the conference there.

About SPC
The ShortSeaShipping Inland Waterway Promotion Center (spc) is a national competence
center serving to promote shortsea and inland waterway traffic as a part of multimodal
transport chains. The focus of spc’s activities is on providing impartial consulting for
consignors and forwarders. Its marketing activities highlight the potential advantages of
waterways. This is intended to help reduce the pressure on road and rail traffic and to
improve connections with the waterways. Public relations and support for training and
education are further areas of work. As a public-private partnership, spc is supported by the
German Federal Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure (BMVI), the states of BadenWürttemberg, Bavaria, Bremen, Hamburg, Hessia, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Lower
Saxony, North Rhein-Westphalia, Rhineland-Palatinate, Sachsen-Anhalt, and SchleswigHolstein, the trade associations in the branch, as well as companies in the areas of shipping,
ports, logistics, and freight consignment. The network currently has more than 60 sustaining
members.
Further information at www.shortseashipping.de.

About ESN
The European Shortsea Network (ESN) is a co-operation among all national shortsea
promotion centres. The ESN has the legal status of an association. Currently
shortsea promotion centres from following European countries are official members
of ESN: Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Italy, Ireland, Malta, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.
Further information at www.shortsea.info
Media contact
Media contact spc and ESN
Markus Nölke, Managing Director
Phone: +49 (0)228 - 300 4890
E-Mail: presse@shortseashipping.de
Media contact Industrie- und Handelskammer zu Lübeck
Dr. Can Özren
Phone: +49 (0) 451 6006-160
E-Mail: oezren@ihk-luebeck.de

